
  

ICCCAD-PATHWAY TO PARIS: 

ACTIVATING THE ADAPTATION WORK-STREAM IN BANGLADESH 

 

ABOUT ICCCAD-PATHWAY TO PARIS: 

The International Centre for Climate Change and 

Development (ICCCAD), a climate change focused 

research centre at the Independent University, 

Bangladesh (IUB), as a part of a global citizen-based 

initiative called the Pathway to Paris Project. 

ICCCAD organised a workshop in Bangladesh jointly 

in collaboration with Citizen Climate Lobby (CCL) on 

August 27, 2015, that was hosted at the Multipurpose 

Hall, IUB under the name ICCCAD-Pathway to Paris. 

This initiative brought together 30 young participants 

from different universities, NGOs, INGOs, 

environmental initiatives and research organizations to 

share their concerns and priorities in regards to climate 

change and adaptation in Bangladesh. This workshop was an initiative to engage the citizens 

of Bangladesh in a dialogue on what changes they would like to see through the international 

negotiations that will take place in COP21 from November 30 to December 11, 2015.  

ICCCAD-Pathway to Paris workshop was undertaken with a specific focus on highlighting 

the voices of Bangladeshi youth on climate change discussions into the platform created 

jointly by ICCCAD and Pathway to Paris. While most climate change related discussions and 

decisions are led by experts, where the youth are often underrepresented, or do not have an 

easy access to put forward their views and opinions, this particular focus on youth of 

ICCCAD-Pathway to Paris was undertaken in order to encourage and bring in the youth at 

the forefront of the climate change related dialogues in Bangladesh.  

ICCCAD-Pathway to Paris was a two-hour long 

interactive event focused on climate change 

adaptation workstream priorities in the context of 

Bangladesh. It began with two presentations that 

played an important role for the participants to touch 

base with their understanding and concerns in regards 

to climate change adaptation and what changes they 

expect to see through international negotiation 

processes like UNFCCC and COP21. The first 

presenter was Dr.Mizan R. Khan, Director, External 

Affairs at North South University, Dhaka, 

Bangladesh, and also a Climate Change negotiations 

expert, spoke on the UNFCCC processes and update as of 2015 with a key focus on Climate 

Finance and Adaptation in Bangladesh. Following that, Dr.Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus 

at BRAC University, Bangladesh, and also an environmentalist, spoke on the role Bangladesi 

youth can play in climate change by taking up responsibilities in creating awareness locally, 

“YOUNG PEOPLE ARE NOT LEADERS OF TOMORROW; 

THEY ARE LEADERS OF TODAY. ON THE BASIS OF 

INTERGENERATIONAL JUSTICE IT IS IMPERATIVE TO LEAVE 

A SAFE, CLEAN, JUST, ENVIRONMENT FOR POPULATION 

AFTER US.” 

--Participant at the workshop 

“IT MATTERS TO ME AS IN A TIMEFRAME OF 10 YEARS I 

WILL BE SEVERELY AFFECTED ALONG WITH MY FAMILY 

AND RELATIVES IF WE DO NOT DISCUSS IT TODAY AND DO 

THE RIGHT THING.” 

--Participant at the workshop 

“AS A BANGLADESHI PERSON WHO HAS LIVED IN THE 

DEVELOPED WORLD I HAVE SEEN HOW LITTLE SOME 

PEOPLE CARE ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS ON THE 

DEVELOPING WORLD; AND THAT SHOULD CHANGE” 

--Participant at the workshop 

 

“INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES ARE SAYING ONLY, BUT DOING 

LITTLE TO REDUCE CARBON FOOTPRINTS. SO THE POWER 

INEQUALITY IS A HUGE PROBLEM”  

-Participant at the workshop 



  

nationally and  internationally; which can then pave the path for stronger negotiating power 

for LDCs like Bangladesh at international scenario i.e. COP21. These informative and 

motivational presentations by the two key-note speakers stirred the minds of participants and 

opened the floor for very interactive group discussion sessions for the latter part of the 

workshop. Ms. Ina F. Islam, the Deputy Director, ICCCAD gave the welcoming speech at 

this workshop and this event was covered by the IUB media, local newspapers and radio 

shadhin. 

 

‘What about climate change adaptation matters to you?’‘Why?’‘What can 

be done about it?’ 

 ICCCAD-Pathway to Paris was a focused discussion session on Climate Change Adaptation in 

Bangladesh. In order to capture and document as many of the participants’ voices as possible, 

(and considering the time limitation in doing so), in addition to the time allocated for 

discussions following the presentations by Dr.Mizan R. Khan and Dr.Ainun Nishat, the 

participants were asked to answer the following questions, to which their answers are 

categorised and documented in creating this matrix as follows: 

Why does it matter? 

To avoid further socio-

economic and environemtal 

injustice 

To avoid over-crowding in the 

cities i.e. Dhaka city 

Bangladesh need to improve in 

terms of adaptation due to its 

high climate vulnerability  

Awareness is an important step 

in order to identify what steps 

should be taken to address 

present and future adaptation 

challenges 

Laws for strict enforcement of 

climate agreements 

internationally; especially in 

the industrial countries 

Special attention should be 

given to ensure representation 

of the youth, indigenous 

communities; the global south   

What about climate change 

adaptation matters to you? 

Climate change induced 

migration 

Agricultural adaptation to 

ensure food security for the 

future 

Adaptation financing in 

Bangladesh 

Livelihood adaptation; 

resilient livelihoods for 

vulnerable population 

Education and awareness at 

all levels; local, national and 

international 

Carbon emissions mitigation 

in industrial countries can 

guarantee LDCs adaptation 

success 

Representation and equity of 

youth and vulnerable 

population in climate 

negotiations  

What do you think should be 

done about this? 

Sustainable infrastructure in 

the climate vulnerable areas  

Creation of alternative 

livelihoods to discourage 

migration that can lead to 

over-crowding in certain 

regions 

Industrial countries should 

take responsibility for 

adaptation financing in LDCs 

‘Green development’ through 

international  negotiations and 

climate funds; livelihood 

diversification is important 

Youth can be the advocates in 

promoting awareness; also be 

focal point/s to  disseminate 

climate change informations 

Awareness about LDCs can 

create a sense of responsibility 

in the industrial countries 

Human-rights based approach 

to loss and damage 

compensation mechanism  



  

 

 

WORKING GROUPS AND THEMATIC DISCUSSIONS ON HOW BANGLADESH 

CAN ADAPT TO CLIMATE CHANGE: 

Following the presentations by the two keynote presenters and an interactive session between 

the participants and the two experts, the participants were asked to identify a few specific 

areas of adaptation they thought were most vital for Bangladesh in the immediate future. 

They were requested to disperse into working groups to discuss further on one specific theme 

per group. The participants formed four working groups of six-to-seven members each under 

the themes agriculture, water resources, coastal zone and climate change induced 

migration. The group discussion continued for twenty five minutes during which each of the 

groups discussed and prepared to present on their chosen adaptation theme.  



  

The following table shows the catalogued 

recommendations from each of the adaptation themes’ 

working groups; it also indicates the steps and 

initiatives the participants thought were important to 

address adaptation challenges in the specific areas in 

Bangladesh. About 95% of the participants also stated 

that they thought these initiatives can be possible with financial assistance from the major 

CO2 emitting industrial countries through the loss and damage compensation mechanism and 

climate adaptaion funds.  

 

Key areas of adaptation and recommendations identified and presented by the 

participants during the workshop: 

Areas of focus/ 

Adaptation 

theme 

Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture 

Crop diversification practices to address food-security in the face of changing weather 

patterns 

Crop rotation to increase crop productivity 

Promotion of indigenous practices that are more suited for local production and that 

produces lesser pollution 

Development of resilient crops to drought, salinity and flood 

Efficient water use for crop production 

Empowering the local people and ensuring accountable local governance (especially at the 

rural levels) through regular and more frequent dialogue sessions with the local 

government representatives 

 

 

 

 

Water resources 

Improving the infrastructural facilities at all levels  

Improvement of drainage systems in the cities and towns 

Implementation of International River Act to address drought issue in the northern part of 

Bangladesh 

Education and awareness to improve rainwater harvesting techniques in the coastal areas 

that suffer from salinity 

Education and awareness on sanitation in the slum areas in the cities 

 

 

 

Coastal zone 

Improvement of tourism industry and make it sustainable and eco-friendly 

Address coastal to central migration due to increased salinity and loss of livelihood; 

especially in the southern part of Bangladesh 

Implementation of fishing laws to promote sustainable fishing that will improve the 

ecosystems; economic instruments i.e. incentives to local fishing communities to adopt 

sustainable fishing approaches during the fish breeding season 

Research on tidal energy to generate electricity  

Improvement of local waste management through education, awareness and improving 

local infrastructure  

“RATHER THAN CONSIDERING IT AS ONE COUNTRY BEING 

AFFECTED BY CLIMATE CHANGE, SHOULDN’T IT BE SEEN 

AS ‘A PORTION OF THE GLOBE IS SINKING’???!”  

-Participant at the workshop 



  

 

 

 

Climate change 

induced 

migration 

Flood and cyclone proof housing in the coastal areas; climate smart/integrated houses in 

the coastal areas 

Decentralisation of economic resources to address migration from other parts of the 

country to Dhaka city; promotion of employment opportunities in the other parts of the 

country 

International attention i.e. UN to address issues specific to climate displaced population 

International assistance in rehabilitation of the affected areas and population; loss and 

damage compensation mechanism 

 

With the group presentations completed, the workshop came to an end for the day. However, 

the participants from each of the four working groups were asked to organise further events 

as such in their own institutions and organisations to take this initiative forward as young 

leaders at the forefront of climate change initiatives in Bangladesh. With ICCCAD-Pathway 

to Paris workshop the partcipants had an opportunity to extend their networks and put 

forward their thoughts, views and concerns regarding climate change adaptation in 

Bangladesh in an international platform like COP21and so on.  
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