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CHAPTER OI: THE PROSPERITY

HURRY/! I AM LATE
FOR SCHOOL.

MY NAME IS5 JAMILA, AND THESE
ARE MY THREE CHILDREN:
THE ELDER RPOKSANA, THE YOLINEER
RAHIMA, AND THE YOLINGEST RAKIB.
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MEET MY THREE FANTASTIC EMPLOYEES AT
MY BOUTIQUE HOUSE. I INTEND TO EXPAND
MY BUSINESS THROLGH ONLINE PLATFORM
SOMEDAY.

I AM ALSO A FOLINDINE MEMBER
OF A LOCAL WOMEN LED
WELFARE OREANIZATION. PEOPLE
ADMIRE ME AND DESCRIBE ME AS
AN INFLUENTIAL, SELF-SLFFICIENT,

AND COMMITTED WOMAN.

I LIVE HAPPILY WITH MY
CHILDREN IN SARANKHOLA,
A COASTAL sUB-DISTRICT
OF BANGLADESH.

BUT THINES WERE NOT THE
SAME FEW YEARS AGO




CHAPTER O2: ONCE UPON A TIME

T
I COMPLETED PRIMARY SCHOOL AND
DESIPED TO FLIPTHER MY EDUCATION.

SOMETIMES WE HAVE
TO &IVE LUP HOPE.




E 11 LN

' \\/ N\
T WAS MARRIED OFF //\\ //\\
AT AN EARLY AGE. NSN IS NAME 1S

KHALIL MIA,
A RICKSHAW
\ N PULLER
' // /// LLER.

I ano...

HOWEVER, HE WAS LINHAPPY
AFTER RAHIMA, OLUR SECOND
DAUGHTER'S BIRTH.

HE WANTED A SON THIS WHOLE TIME.



CHAPTER O3: THE MISERIES

ANYMORE. I WANTED TO LEAVE HIM,
@ | 8UT I COULON'T. BECAUSE
I DIDN'T WANT TO BURDEN

MY POOR, OLD MOTHER.

FEW YEARS LATER OLUR YOUNEEST SON WAS
BORN. FINALLY, SOME HAPPINESS IN MY
CONJUEAL LIFE... N

BUT THEN I REALIZED,

AND THE MISERY CONTINLIES...

-----

IT WASN'T THE "SON”.




KHALIL NEVER SENT
OuUR CHILDREN TO
SCHOOL, NOR ALLOWED

A A e PR

ME TO WORK OUTDOORS, | D oo LA T e
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HENCE, THE ENTIRE
FAMILY WAS DEPENDENT
ON HIS EARNINES.

THEN ONE DAY,

HE LEFT US AND

AND NEVER CAME BACK.




FEW DAYS LATER, I FOLIND OUT
ABOUT HIS NEW FAMILY.

I STARTED TO WORK.

FROM DAWN...

I NEVER STOPPED WORKINE.

I SENT POKSANA TO SCHOOL
WITH MY LITTLE EARNING.




CHAPTER OH: THE DISASTER

BUT HAPPINESS WAS NEVER ‘
MEANT TO LAST FOR ME.




I RAN OUTSIDE AND SAW PEOPLE CARRYINE THEIR BELONEINES.

WHAT ARE YOU
DOIN&e? WE MUST
EVACLIATE NOW,
Now, Now/

RIVERBANK
EROSION?!

OLUR HOME DISAPPEARPED
WITHIN A SPLIT OF MOMENT.




CHAPTER O5: JOURPNEY FOR TOMORROW

P v a— T |
WE WERE ON OLIR WAY A NEW BEEINNINE A NEW STAPT,
TO A NEW LIFE

g
o

WE TRAVELED NORTHEAST LINTIL WE ARRIVED IN SARANKHOLA.

[ [

LATER, WE MOVED TO THE
IN THE BEGINNING, WE TOOK A SHELTER . "ADARSHA ERAM." A SETTLEMENT

PROJECT SITE OF THE GOVERNMENT.




we weee Newro || | |
THE AREA AND f /
| NO ONE BELIEVED

LS AT FIRST.

50 IT WAS TOUeH
TO éET WORK.

WE TALKED ABOLT POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS.

WHAT CAN
WE DO
NOw?

I DON'T
KNOW.

MAYBE WE COLLD TAKE
LOANS FROM ANY MICRO
CREDIT ORGANIZATION..?

HEY, THAT'S A PRETTY
600D IDEA.
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BUT AT THE SAME TIME, WE
ALSO NEED TO THINK ABOUT
THE INTEREST RATE.




CHAPTER O6: THE CATALYST

ONE FINE MORNINE- SUPDENLY I SAW SOME PEOPLE TALKING.

I LEFT THE PITCHER

AT HOME. AND JOINED THE CONVERSATION.

YOU KNOW WHAT, OUR
NEO IS EAGER TO PROVIDE
THE ESSENTIAL ASSISTANCE
AND CAPACITY-BUILDING
PROGRAM TO THE LOCAL
LADIES OF ADARSHA GRAM. WHO IS

INTERESTED?
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AND WHAT
IS youe
NAME, LADY?

tr_\\“h

AND I'M THE
LONE BREADWINNER
IN MY FAMILY.

I'M JAMILA. AND I'M
A SINELE MOTHER
WITH THREE LITTLE

Kkips.

T

OH/ THAT'S
TERPRIBLE!/ WE
WANT TO
PROVIDE YOU
TRAINING THAT
WILL CREATE
AN INCOME
OPPORTLINITY.

WHAT DO
YOu THINK?
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BUT THERE WAS NOT MUCH
INTEREST AMONE THE PEERS.

I TALKED TO THE NEO AND AFTER A
SHORT PERIOD OF TIME I BUILT A 600D
RELATIONSHIP WITH THEM.

AND THIS TIME, THEY
AGREED TO JOIN.

IT WAS DIFFICLLT TO FORPM A EROLIP AT THE BEEGINNING. BUT I NEVER

GAVE LP.




AND IT PAID OFF;

I FORMED A WOMEN'S WELFARE 6ROLIP THAT
PECEIVED TAILORING INSTRLUCTION DIRECTLY
FRPOM A LOCAL N&O.

AND IN TIME, I BECAME THE "JAMILA APA”,

LATER I THOLIGHT-

IF WE CAN EXPAND THE
WORK AND INCLUDE MORE
VULNERABLE WOMEN

BUT SLICH ACTIVITIES
LIKE ME?P PEQRLIPE MOPE
FLUNDING AND
( )OO PESOLRCES.
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PART O7: THE CHANGE MAKER
[ |l B | | |

THEN I SOUEGHT THE ASSISTANCE OF THE LOCAL NeO, AND THEY HELPED
ME TO PEACH THE LOCAL EOVERNMENT,

SIMULTANEOUSLY, THE NEO PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN FACILITATING CAPACITY
BUILDINE TRAINING 8Y COLLABORATING WITH ACADEMICIANS FROM A LOCAL
COLLEEGE TO TRAIN US AND THE WOMEN'S WELFARE COMMITTEE ON DISASTER
RISk RPEDLICTION, CLIMATIC VLLNERABILITIES, ADAPTATION, AND
EMERBGENCY KINTERVENTIONS.

CLIMATE CHANGE
CLIMATE VARIABILITY

SEASONS

WEATHER

<

£

CENTURIES ! E

DAYS MONTHS YEARS




THE SESSION SHOWED US DIFFERENCES IN CLIMATIC VARIABILITY AND ITS IMPACT.

CLIMATE CHANGE

CLIMATE VARIABILITY

SEASONS

—_—h

WEATHER

b

—

DAYS MONTHS YEARS DECADES CENTURIES

AND ITS IMPACT ON
THEIR LIVES AND
LIVELIHOODS.

B Impacts on livelihood
B Heat and drought effects

Impacts on agricultural
productivity

Flood and erosion

ALONESIDE DISCUSSING
THE CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION STRATEGIES.




I PEALIZED HOW OUR VOICES

AND OPINIONS MATTER IN JUST FOR YOULR INFORMATION.,
DECISION-MAKINEG FOR ADAPTING
TO THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANEE. /

WE ARE HERE TO FACILITATE.
YOUIR DECISION MATTERS
THE MOST/ THIS WILL ALLOW WS TO
PEFLECT ON YOUR LIVED

REALITIES AND ENSLIPE
SMOOTH PROJECT

IMPLEMENTATION TILL

THE END.

THE MESSAGES FROM THE CONSLILTATION WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY WERE TRANSMITTED
TO THE OVERSEAS DONORS B8Y THE LOCAL NEO. THIS ENTICED THE DONORS TO VISIT JAMILLA .
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CHAPTER O8: A SPARK TO ILLUMINATE

THE FACE-TO-FACE INTERACTION OF
THE COMMLUNITY WITH THE DONORS
CREATED A SCOPE TO DISCUSS THE

BENEFITS OF A LON&G-TERM PROJECT.,

THE PROJECT MUST
ENHANCE AND BUILD
OUR CAPACITIES IN
LUNDERSTANDING
CLIMATE RISk AND
LUINCERTAINTIES. OUR
AREA HAS BEEN
FACING ISSLUES WITH
EROLINDWATER
DEPLETION AND
SALINITY INTRUSION.

b _4

WE ALSO NEED TO SOUPCE
PROJECT MATERIALS LOCALLY,
50 THAT IT IS READILY AVAILABLE

AND WITHIN OLIR PEACH,

- )

YES, YOU ARE RIGHT,

WE HAVE TO MAKE RPEQLIREMENTS
EASY AND ACCESSIBLE, SO THAT
YOU AND YOLIR COMMITTEE CAN
ALSO TAKE PART IN LEARNING FROM
THE OUTCOMES OF THE PROJECTS.

4 i
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I AND MY WOMEN
COMMITTEE HAVE YEARS
OF GENERATIONAL
AND LOCAL KNOWLEDEE

1\

ON HOW THE WEATHER
CHANEE HAS AFFECTED
OuUR LIFESTYLES

AND HOW WE HAVE
ADAPTED TO THE BRUTAL
IMPACTS OF RIVERBANK
EROSION, CYCLONES,
SALINE INTRUSION, ETC.

| |

AND THIS KNOWLEDEE NEEDS
TO BE INCORPORATED INTO
THE PROJECT.

THE DONORS NODDED THEIR HEADS.

LATER, THE DONORS DIRECTLY
SUPPORTED THE WELFARE

COMMITTEE WITH A SEED GRANT
THROUEH THE LOCAL N6O. AT
THE SAME TIME THE LOCAL
BOVERNMENT ALSO EXTENDED
THEIR SLIPPORT.




JAMILA STARTED HER SMALL
BOUTIQLE BLUSINESS.

ALSO TRAINED OTHER WOMEN
IN HE@ COMMLNITY.

THE SEED FUNDING HELPED HER AND PROVIDED
JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR OTHERS.

HOWEVER,
THE MISERY
NEVER
ENDED.

DURING THE MONSOON SEASON, EXCESSIVE RAINFALL
CALSED WATER LOEEGING AND INLINDATED THEIR AREA.

WE DECIDED TO
60 TO THE N&O.

LET'S 6O
LADIES.




[ / / L

WE PEQLIESTED A DIALOEUE WITH THE DONORS FOR THEIR SLPPORT.

4 )

I LUNDERSTAND YOLIR LINCERTAINTIES AND WILL
TRY TO KEEP THE FLIND FLEXIBLE. THIS WILL
ALLOW YOU TO OVERCOME THE CLRPRENT
CHALLENGES, PPOMOTE THE CREATION OF
MARKET LINKAGES, AND DIVERSIFY YOLIR
LIVELIHOOD OPTIONS.




CHAPTER 10: WAY FORWARD

/ YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AN EXEMPLARY \
LEADER IN YOUR COMMLNITY., HENCE,
BASED ON YOUR EXPERIENCE, WE WILL
MAKE PROVISION FOR WELCOMINE
FEEDBACK/COMPLAINTS/CONCERNS

\ PEGLLARLY )

INDEED! FROM OLR END WE
WILL TRY TO BE PESPONSIBLE
AND TRANSPARENT.

THIS WILL BE A
LEARPNING
OPPORTUNITY

FOR US TOO.
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BESIDES, IF WE WORK COLLABORATIVELY
IN AN ACCOLINTABLE MANNER, THE
PROJECT WOLILD BE SLICCESSFLL.

YES! YES/ WE WILL DO A MIDTERM
REVIEW TO MAINTAIN TRANSPARENCY.

/

THE LONE-TERM PROJECT EMPOWERED JAMILA AND HER COMMITTEE MEMBERS,
INSPIRING THEM TO DO SOMETHING 600D FOR THE ENTIRE COMMLNITY. NOW
THEY CAN EDUCATE THEIR CHILDREN FOR A BETTER FLITURE.
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